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UTtrC MUST start all ever again," was
W th8 cry that awoke them, and from

unit time en there was no eucn worn an

fill In the lexicon of Trigger Island.
Slowly, laboriously out of the nahc

rote a new hull, a'stancncr one man
... nt.f.iP.J predecessor. The yea
no " .... .. .. . ... !,..
.anted In the building or me nrsi imp

as lamented hut net mourned. Cheer-.!.- ..

ven optimism, prevailed
;r,VAr the village. Ne man, no
iinmVh lifted the ve ce of complaint,
Knat et leek the form of stoicism.
a Sert of dogged taciturnity was mean,
urably relieved by the never-fallln- g

camaraderie. There win even
iPteuch of bravado In the attitude of
fhese people toward each ether as of

kept up by scoffing. Even
Seith. en file somber visits, was ed

with a Btrange derision bythee
She continued te spin. They hnd cheated
him once, .but many times, and they

dnhora!?afdheerfr4...wa.DucU
conlrlbutlen.

C?rin the wS Id He elth7rwal till
Ceu get toe blamed old te fight or else he
w,Z.n veu when you ain't looking, er

w wmfc from sickness you
;:;v, jt what happens, i uea 10 ub

death. why TBecause I
"'fir. "'. .h. old bum. Why. leek nt
what V. .does, . H. jump,, onto weeny

OJ1Q IC"" "'" ""..... ......
"""iKS. vnw. I'm onto him. and

laln't get any use for a cheap sport

Th? little community had tnken te
As ' Invariably the case,

seeks surcease In some form of
tUtf "" wh hRd-- I01,
church since the days their childhood,
men who had scoffed at the sentimental.
Ity of religion, new found consolation
n the thing they had enco despised.

were abashed and bewildered .itThey
first; s one after another they fell into
the habit of attending services. They

surprised te And something thatwere
they reeded, something that made tfe

and gentler for them, something

"Wra a aueer mess of Puritans "ref-

lected Ilandelph Fltta. "Yeu knew that
of old CftrttW he took

t out and wrung night
all the time, and trouble, and pa-- K

i snent In giving her a swell
prhate education. There never was a
bird that could swear jp copiously as
(het bird of Beb's. He taught her
eterythlng she knew. He worked nay

te provide her with an r.

l!;.i,,ii.W it. noe.l te 1 e awake
lMs thinking up new words for old

felly te conquer. New ne Bays ini
blameu elu rip was ueueivum ...... n
.1.. tim, sh& iiD-n- ntirlmring exple
tives en him that he'd never heard of
befero In all his forty years before the
mast. She first began using them a
couple of months age when he under- -
,!, m har. TIfi ntArtSd lfi tO

tenon her te say 'geed gracious' and
VToedness me' and 'hoity-teit- y' and nil
n,h atnir. nml nhe cursed se loud and
w long thnt he hnd te threw a bucket of
water en her.

"Every tlme he came home from
church, thnt d harridan would
open up on him with such a string of
Mtuperatlen that he hnd te held his enra
fe's net te forget himself and backslide.
Well, It get se that Beb couldn't llve
Tilth her any longer.

'She simply wouldn't purltanlze. The
nar'st ha ecr get her te saying 'geed
v.ai when she said It with only eno 'e,'
unci then as a prefix te 'dammit' Se he
decide the only way te reform her was
te murder her. She managed to nip ft.

piece out of his hand whlle no was doing
ft, hnwover, and he'a had the hump all
day because he fell from grace and said
something he'd oughtn't to. Yea, sir;
we're a queer mess of Puritans. Loek at
lift Catholic i. Picsbyterlnns, Baptists,
Methodists. Jews Infidels. Theosophists
even Christian Scientists all rolled up
Inte one big bundle Inbclid 'Handle with
Prayer' We knew nearly all the Ten
Commandments by heart, and the Beatit-
udes Hew from us In torrents. My wife
was saying eniv tr.e etner nlgnt that u
(sheriff frtmy didn't arrest that bird for
ulng profane language, he'l start a pe-
tition te have Hello, Soapy 1 I didn't
Knew ou were present"

"What was she going te de?"
the sheriff of Trigger Island.

'There'! no use telling ynu new. It'swe late. Pelly has gene te a place I
Jent diire mention, se what'B the usetalking nheut It?"

"I can't go 'round plnchln' ' fallen
R?rr?t?.' erew'e(1 Scapy. "Besides. I'mtne feller that learned her mnm nf fh
eun-wei- old Beb never heard before.
1 ner saw a bird that was se anxiouste Improve She inert te set there with

ce.0Jed, J""' simply eraiy teuarn something new. Every time she'dtee me coming she'd begin te hop up
2rUM. )?.? .EI ? ??
rive her a tongne lashln'. Qesh. I'm glad
nuKa,tnaJhit,Wfts eMM te b n awful
Sack n? cJ5a'ne Parrots out of the treesS,i neB They get be'bWvin.K" ?w"? "t. around

"""B ."" a'a en
tn'S0 ,'h0.J?1 r.J heard a

likn n Vr J.' .'" woeub swearin
um. .salIe 1Ie flrel a club?,c" th,.,lk U "a,d te Wmf.a
"emSt'i a 'J?n ' "I1,011 " wgeay liar.you," said Chief JusticeMalene.

"If ,y,csari,ed hlm sorrowfully.
..." en savin'iat. 3M.rft; ..""b m

k .. . .7"" IIUVD LO FPU VAItr tti f.u.irni trua te hf. ..,1,1 ;.--
"' ""

IeuVii-
-' wuld. b he most predl- -

italene "Kr lem' exclaimed Mr.

OIIArTEIt XXVI
i.cTreaS?dPUlMl0" et Trler Island has

& SZX't.?" -- TKr nna
flubleun TeerB tnnSri ,maelr' BCOrcs tf

IndUSen? "?. They sue- -
"a doubt lurking "t."""Civings
e cenPin'r ln.Ul hearts net

?h1?f "Proximately
the wi?hU"ti!,arr"d .vemi1"reBult that

,er f weelis S.Iy bU8y for a nni- -

hew chef iffi? hy. th0 nwly
ln mere BMere Chn MVractfd vow

In the marH" i --?e lnce.rP'-- -

Sh.arnUon.'e,f
"nalnea thVmim?.,pai'y.ma,e there
rldeen linieH'i'18 of Including
WH, v.rnaT,BMU th "the?

and undoubtedly
he obfeeu1"."8 "510 te marry

"?! reaeen that n'nr "c."2L w the
--KdSgSl,: ;,'en,'SfWSe

un3 werVend ' Peor
Z na?",?.kSr wa .Matilda

inmate y '' ulB'rees ng, and
rattle li 2te., he .Passage of a
i!!8 & theYath.r .W', JudBe "a- -
J'4 for the autnmSttihl1' ,aw-- ll Pre- -

'yplene .n"nument of""T.,a'e" ttwo VM- -. exn ratl.m
'"it husband .!iewever' l,'e
centenf ,. r.we turn un

JHW ab.elut0mfrVT.hJB. J. alab
kVi"? or wife. iV. '"'" Absent;'"ea te rem'rr ""."-'nereD- y au- -

r-- er il Jurthcr ne-lar-

ItandelSh w..6."001 u Wu.
,Jet cnuhip a Perfeetlyi't eieMS?"? !.. and Would no
1 Wepla r u'te a number,ar-o- ft'Mrd of i" nndsf they

'r'twomemt'1 bfen
"""AW nreVVhheende,"n.th'?k

beaten h.VaS..w?nt . se fArn,"
''I'M once? Mi, Ma,.dldn't PM- -

"e quite a ..fPPencd that thriUMti i "iiuer nr uinH. "r
:ai as TriD.JlLes,e..damBglng decunlin.- -in .. 'bbvi lmnnri .. - tiiy.
IS E!S. aTeiig,", ",e" !" the

ISfeSSS?
HB-sSm- ftfflSSsfri?.'gSKV te ,. emergency: 1

JTM) Fl jfrV ''WM WffVtii'kW' "v,V JH" i .lija. ;n;
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deed, he had been expecting something
of the sort, and wan prepared. He

both of the Interested parties te
bring suit for divorce from their legal
spouses, one for "failure te provide,"
the ether for "desertion," and promptlygranted decrees, service by publication
belnsr Obtained through tha mMllum nf
wis a rigger jsiana rienetr, printea
monthly by Peter Snipe, editor and pub-
lisher, limited te an edition of 'one, ew-I-

te the scarcity of paper, and posted
conspicuously for all subscribers en the
bulletin beard In front of the "govern-
ment building. Additional spice u lent
to the affair by the surprising reluctance
of Jee and Matilda te the par
adlse from which they had been- - eleeted.
Apparently they had hnd enough of each
ether. Moreover, they had net "get re-
ligion" and insisted en repenting at
leisure, separately and Alene, Dut peo-
ple took a Very deelded stand In the
matter. They could repent In any man
tier they liked nfter Matilda's baby was
born, but net before. And se they were
married onee mere, and, strange te re-
late, lived harplly and contented there-
after.

New, while all this may strike the
reader as footless and trivial, It really
has a distinct plaee In the fihronletes ofTrigger Island. If, perforce, the writer
has succeeded In treating the situation
facetiously, It should net be assumed
that the people of Trigger Island hadany desire or Inollnatlen te be funny
about It. . On the nentenrv thev took It
very seriously, and quite naturally se,
If one steps te consider the narrow con-flu-

by whleh their very existence was
bounded. There were no such things
as "trifles" In the dally llfe of Trigger
Island. The smallest incident took en
the Importance of an cvenl, the slightest
depnrture from the ordinary at once be-
came slgnlflcnrt

In ether circumstances, these people
would have been vastly amused by the
qulxotle settlement of the affairs et
Jee and Matilda; they would have
grinned ever the extraordinary decree of
Justice Malene, and they would havj
taken It all with an Indulgent wink.
As a matter of fact, they were stem-face- d

and Intense. They had made law
of their own, they had established a
cede. The violation et either was net
te be countenanced. It was of no con-
sequence te them that Judge Malone'n
methods were without precedent, that
they were net even a travesty In the
true light of the law.

Ne one was mere soberly In earnest
than Michael Malene hlmBelf. The pro-
ceedings were carried out with the ut
most dignity and formality. There were
no smiles, no Joceso cemmonts.

Nothing will serve mere clearly to
Illustrate the sense of Isolation te whleh
the people of Trigger Island had re-
signed themselves than the fact that
they accepted the Judge'a decision and
the subsequent marriage as absolutely
unassailable, either from a legal or an
ethical point of view,

The town ttself was flourishing. Traf-
fic and commerce were carried on in the
most systematic, erganised manner.
Everybody was busy. The Utter Im-
possibility for one man or set of men
te profit at the expense of ethers natu-
rally put a curb upon ambitions, but It
did not subdue the spirit of enterprlie.

There Is a baby In thn governor's man-
sion a lusty boy with blue eyes and
an engaging smile. He la four months
old, and his nnme Is already a house-
hold word en Trigger Island. It Is net
Algernon, nor la It Adenis. It Is John

Jehn Clinten Perclvnl.
The governor's mansion is a preten-

tious structure. It has four rooms ami
a bath I A wide perch extends along
the full front of the house, with a
steeply pttehed awning protecting It
from rain and sun. At one end of the
perch la a very cexy arranrement of
hand-wroug- ht enalra and a commodious
swinging seat The ether end, just oft
the parental haa been con-
verted Inte an outdoor sleeping room for
Jehn C. Perctval.

The governor's lady has no nursemaid.
She does her own housework, her own
washing and Ironing, and she takes care
of her own baby, (There Is no such
tning en Trigger isiana as a servant
Mere than one woman who reads thlk
tale will sigh and murmur something
about Paradise.) Ruth still teaches In
the little school. Though she Is the first
lady of the land, she supports herself,
she earns her dally bread. It Is the law
Irrevocable. There are no dIMInottens.
rver weuia sne nave it etnerwiBe.

The "Mansion," as It waa universally
called, stands atone at the upper end et
the green, facing the meeting-hous-e.

The nearest hut Is at least two hundred
yards awny. Werk en Its construction
was begun the day after the wedding.
Fer weeks men had tolled eagerly, en-
thusiastically, voluntarily, and In the
first gay days of spring It was complet-
ed. Slnca theft the same hands, the same
thoughts, the same Interests were con-
stantly employed In Improvements net
only te the house Itself, but te the
grounds about It., The governors
"Mansion" became the plaything of the
people. Perelval's pretests were re-
ceived with amiable grins,

"It's our house, boss net yours," ex-
plained Buck Chlxler, whose spare time
waa largely expended in the develop- -
mem --reu migni aimesi say, me financ-
ing of a flower bed en the lawn. It was
te be the finest flower bed e.' them all, he
swore. "Thin Is government property
and we, the people, are going to de what
we please with It."

"That's all very fine. Buek, but don'tyou think you ought te be anendlnr veur
spare hours with your wife, Instead of
puttering around nereT"

"De you knew who the boss of this
Jeb Is? My wire. I'm nothing but an
ordinary day laborer, a plain Mick, a
sort of a Wep, obeying orders. Goed
gosh, you don't think I've get brains
enough te design this flower bed, de you?
Ne, Mrree! It takes an nrtlst te thinkup a design llke this. When I get nil
these rocks In place according te plans
veu'll Bee what I menn. It'll he a hum-
dinger. A. A. This here thine running
off this way Is the tail. Come ever
here and leek at It from this side It'supside down from where you're
standln.'"

"Tail? Tall of what?"
"Tall of a horse. This Is going te bea hers when It's finished."
"My Ged 1"
Buck was net above being Irritated by

the dtsmav In Perclval's voice.
"Minnie's get her heart set en It, A.A" he explained. "It going te be a

sorrel horse, you see with a blue ulland a red head. Mustard. hnllvhnMra
and geraniums Is what she's going teplant here when I get the bed fixed. Se-crateshe was the best horse I ever
straddled he wae a sorrel. I took him
down the '

"As far as you've get, Buck, It leeksmere like a dachshund than a horse."observed Terclval.
Buck eyed his work deprecatlngly.

'That's because there ain't space enough.
I had te either saw his legs off or else
iiava mm njyin uewn. Minnie Had himkneelln' In her first sketch, but gosh. Itwaa the funniest thing you ever saw. Itain't possible for a horse te kneel withh s hind legs, but she had him deln' It
all right kneeling forward, at that, withhis tall stlckln' straight up ee'a it wouldnet he in the wav of his heels."It's nil Jack Wales' fault, iu simply
would put that blamed sundial of hiaright In the middle et thla plot andthese doggencd gravel walks running
-- .., "' ij me un uuna-Btngger- a.

Why, A A., you get meregravel wilks here than they've get InCentral Tark. And all these scrubby
hedges, stnne walls, fountains, flowerbeds, cedar freaks my Ged, Perce. I'dhate te cemo home a little squiffed If Ilived In thet house of yours "specially,.'. "uu mi um ana 1'nuirpaever there. setting out thnt stuff thatlocks like ipnrrewgrass. And that prize
Jeb of Ed Keller's my Oed, A, A.
iv,at?2.d ' ft. d08r k6nne n this'if"? Then ain't a deg Inside 1000miles. The only one we ever had was
Udlebeferelli"8- - VelU,C ,md' and

"That len't r kennel. Buck."
"It eln't? Well, what la It?"
"It's a Bwlss ehalat "
"What l!d Keller knew aboutHwlnn chalets?"
"Nothing absolutely nothing Buck"admitted Perclvnl forcibly. ' '
A tall, jierfoetly atrnlght flagpolegraced the extensive, "front yard andfrom ItB peak floated the flag e Trla

" i ; Tn "v ytiiiid iivnnen witha red heart In the center, aymbolieof
' i i7ruse'. ae,y- - "ut en the tipof Split mountain the, Stun and Stripesstill waves from aunr I te te sunset
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